HELTER SKELTER

Today, Charles Manson is a 79 year-old inmate at California’s Corcoran State Prison.  He currently receives more mail than any other incarcerated person in the United States.  Over the last four decades, Manson has become a spiritual icon and the high priest of anti-establishment hatred.   

Since his arrest and conviction for the so-called Tate Murders, Charles Manson’s status his risen to near mythological proportions.  He has been the subject of a variety of books, plays, and films, and his music was recorded by the now defunct rock band, Guns N Roses.  


While other notorious murderers have long been forgotten, the legend of Charles Manson seems to exist in a state of permanency.  How might you explain this morbid fascination which has transformed the Manson name into a metaphor for evil in America?  

Helter Skelter
(Lennon/McCartney) 
When I get to the bottom I go back to the top of the slide
Where I stop and I turn and I go for a ride
Till I get to the bottom and I see you again.

Do you, don't you want me to love you
I'm coming down fast but I'm miles above you
Tell me tell me tell me come on tell me the answer
Well you may be a lover but you ain't no dancer.

Helter skelter helter skelter
Helter skelter.

Will you, won't you want me to make you
I'm coming down fast but don't let me break you
Tell me tell me tell me the answer
You may be a lover but you ain't no dancer.

Look out helter skelter helter skelter
Helter skelter

Look out, cause here she comes.

When I get to the bottom I go back to the top of the slide
And I stop and I turn and I go for a ride
And I get to the bottom and I see you again

Well do you, don't you want me to make you
I'm coming down fast but don't let me break you
Tell me tell me tell me the answer
You may be a lover but you ain't no dancer.

Look out helter skelter helter skelter
Helter skelter
Look out helter skelter
She's coming down fast
Yes she is
Yes she is.
